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Honey: Worth Risking a Life
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Two Million Blossoms



The World’s First Sweetener

Two million blossoms in a jar. 

Once worth its weight in gold

In Middle Ages could 

pay your taxes in honey & wax

Has been used in healing 

from earliest documents
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What is Honey?

• Nature’s first 
sweetener

• A global 
commodity: $2 
billion annually

• A supersaturated 
sugar solution 
with aromatic 
esters, flavonoids, 
amino acids & 
minerals

• A food product that 
varies dramatically 
in:
• Color
• Flavor
• Sweetness
• Consistency



Honey for the Bees

• A winter larder

• Survival strategy 
for cold climates 

• The carbohydrate 
rich food source 
of colony
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• In temperate 
climates, 50-
80 lbs to 
survive winter 
dearth



Honey is the 

3rd

most 
adulterated 

food product



“the natural sweet substance produced by honeybees from the nectar of 
blossoms or from secretions of living parts of plants or excretions of plant 
sucking insects on the living parts of plants, which honeybees collect, transform 
and combine with specific substances of their own, store and leave in the honey 
comb to ripen and mature.”



Honey is:

• The 3rd most adulterated food product

• “The addition of cane sugar or corn 
syrup and the mislabelling of 
geographic origin are common 
fraudulent practices in honey 
markets.”

• Study examined 100 honey samples 
from Australia (mainland and 
Tasmania) along with 18 other 
countries covering Africa, Asia, 
Europe, North America and Oceania.

• 27% adulterated





Honey Adulteration 
in Australia

• of the 95 commercial 
honeys tested, 27% were of 
“questionable authenticity”

• of the Australian-sourced 
commercial honeys, 18% 
were identified as 
adulterated with cane or 
corn syrup

• Blending with rice syrup 
allows circumvention of the 
C4 sugar ratio test

• Why many advocate for 
recognition of NMR testing



Jodie Goldsworthy’s Company



Honey adds value

• Natural sweetener

• Wholesome

• Healthy

• Often associated with simpler 
times

• Conjures feeling of home made

• Implies Quality 



Big Businesses Embrace 
the Implied Value



Honey often used in branding



One of the 
Good Guys

• Actually contains honey 
as a sweetener

• Try to help pollinators 
(though it sometimes 
goes astray)



“But like every tasty toasted oat in every 
Cheerios box, the rescue plan had a hole.”
• Sent out 1.5 million pollinator seed mix 

packets in cereal boxes “bring back the 
bees” campaign

• Seed packet listed invasive “Forget-me-
nots” banned in some states as a 
noxious weed and California poppies 
that can outcompete natives outside its 
natural range

• Tweet → interview with @lifehacker 
viewed 3 million times → live radio 
show → picked up by newspapers like 
Washington Post and even London 
Times



The Danger of 
Miscommunication

• Seed packet never had the 
invasive forget-me-not, but was 
supposed to have the 
woodland forget-me-not

• Turned into a follow-up article 
on Life Hacker about the danger 
of common names.

• Original article read 3 million 
times now; follow-up only 50K



We live in a 
connected world

• It’s important that your actions 
and your employees’ actions 
reflect the integrity of your 
company

• Think about the “long game” 
instead of the “short game”



Social Media Can Make & Break





On a quiet news day, this became twitter 
fodder





Charismatic Bird: 
The Mustached Kingfisher 

• An elusive bird not seen in decades 
until Sept 2015

• Team from the American Museum 
of Natural History (AMNH) heard 
its call while surveying wildlife in 
the mossy jungles of Guadalcanal, 
the biggest isle in the Solomon 
Island chain

• It’s not rare, just lives in hidden 
habitat and only active at dawn & 
dusk

“Initially it was a surreal, childlike 
sense of a mythical beast come to 
life” 

- Chris Filardi.



Mob mentality often sets in



A little less than 2 weeks ago, I captured a poorly 
known bird, photographed it, and then euthanized 
and prepared the bird as a scientific specimen. This 
was neither an easy decision nor one made in the 
spur of the moment.

For a quarter century I have worked to sustain wild 
country, the nations of non-human organisms thriving 
there, and our own species’ interactions with these 
places—the ragged, untrammeled edges of a world 
increasingly dominated by our collective patterns of 
consumption.

Our recent fieldwork was 
not just about finding the 
Moustached
Kingfisher. This was not a 
“trophy hunt.” 

… this is a bird that is 
poorly known and elusive 
to western science—not 
rare or in imminent 
danger of extinction.



I have come to know, through firsthand experience, how 
specimens and other artifacts in museums can over time 
become sacred. 

…Through a vision shared with my Solomon Island mentors, and 
focused keenly on sacred Uluna-Sutahuri lands, the Moustached
Kingfisher I collected is a symbol of hope and a purveyor of 
possibility, not a record of loss.

I couldn’t find him on Facebook or Twitter. The man seemed to 
have vanished. …When I finally found a working number for 
him, he was reluctant to talk. Three years ago, his life was 
overturned by an online mob that accused him of murder. The 
fact that the mob’s outrage was driven by ignorance didn’t 
make it any less frightening.

While the expedition was still underway, the museum released 
the first photographs of the bird, which seemed to be mugging 
for the camera. The mustached kingfisher became a viral 
celebrity, under headlines like “ridiculously gorgeous.”



Hog Nosed Rat



Integrity is Important

• Many today have very little 
brand loyalty, unless they 
believe in the company

• Company core values matter to 
customers, especially with non-
essential purchases

• When a business does 
something that’s out of line with 
their ethics, it’s hard not to 
notice. 

• What defines you and your 
company?

1.Acting in an “upright, moral, 
honest and consistent way.” 

2.Integrity means to be 
undivided, or whole



Using Apple as an Example



Build a Brand Strategy

• Define your purpose

• Be consistent

• Connect with your customers 
emotionally

• Remain flexible

• Get your employees involved

• Reward your loyal customers

• Know your competitors



Public speaker, scientist, 
and writer

• CORE VALUES: 
I value honesty, 
communication, and 
scientific accuracy

• PURPOSE: build a bridge 
between science and 
practice



Expanding our View

• Develop coalitions with like 
minded individuals

• Give back to the community, 
building on our core values

• Create networks of support

• Be generous with our knowledge

• Connect individuals, even when 
there is no self-benefit



Honey Bees =
Resilient Pollinators 

Other Pollinators Often Go It Alone



Build it from the Ground Up

• Don’t compete with the giants 
dominating the field
• Extant bee journals have long history, but 

focus on practical beekeeping

• Find a niche and/or broaden beyond
• Grow movement “save the bees” beyond 

just honey bees
• Audiences overlap, but share similar core 

objectives
• Find common ground and goals → habitat

• Distinguish yourself from others in the 
market
• Emphasis on long form articles
• Highlight less known pollinators
• Visually appealing, with unique graphics and 

design → coffee table appeal



www.2millionblossoms.com



• Launching Jan 2020

• Contributors include:
• Marla Spivak
• Mark Winston
• Dave Goulson
• Craig Childs
• Kim Flottum

• Dedicated to all pollinators:
• Beyond the Hive
• What’s Bugging
• Digging in the Dirt
• Smart Ag
• Latest in Bee Science

• Always seeking great cover photos

• Always interested in 
articlesllionblossoms.com www.2millionblossoms.com



Dr. Kirsten S. Traynor 

info@mdbee.com
@FlowersLoveBees @2MBlossoms
facebook.com/Flickerwood

Sign up for my

FreeBee newsletter!

www.mdbee.com/freebee.html


