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Turkey with its geography and pristine flora harbor the highest honeybee 
diversity and also one of the oldest beekeeping sites in the world. The latter is 
well documented in the Ottoman laws and also in the excavations of 
archeological findings. Thus beekeeping is vey important since the antiquity in 
the geography connecting three continents. Beekeeping in Turkey has two 
phases: primitive and modern beekeeping. A new phase (third) is also started 
recently, called Organic Beekeeping. New regulations were set forward for 
those who are willing to carry out organic beekeeping in Turkey. The best 
example and a successful story given from a North East of Turkey in which a 
cooperative is formed among beekeepers to reduce the cost of input for organic 
beekeeping and support each other for a better harvest thus a better income. 
This success comes not only from a type of beekeeping but also using a better 
selected bee (Apis mellifera caucasica) much suited to the area of high 
altitudes. In this talk, how such success comes? How such cooperative forms? 
How Beekeepers likes what they are doing? How certification made? How bees 
treated against diseases? Where foundations came from or how they are 
made? How honey harvested? All steps in organic beekeeping will be 
presented. The win-win story will be delivered about organic beekeeping in 
North East of Turkey using Caucasian honey bees.

ABSTRACT

ORGANIC BEEKEEPINGORGANIC BEEKEEPING

CollectionCollection of of nectarnectar waterwater, , pollenpollen, , propolispropolis
etcetc. . byby thethe beesbees,  in ,  in allall stepssteps

--no no feedingfeeding
--no no medicationmedication
--fromfrom naturenature onlyonly
--controlledcontrolled
--certifiedcertified

Law published in the official gazette in july 11, 2002 
with a number 24812 

Organic beekeeping depends on

-hives

-environment

-harvesting

-storage

OrganicOrganic labelledlabelled framesframes
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OrganicOrganic ApiaryApiary
in in 

Ardahan/Ardahan/TurkeyTurkey

1- Transition period

2- origin of bees

3- region
4- feeding
5- diseases and parasites
6- beekeeping materials

Some important characteristics of 
organic beekeeping

The origin of honey bees

In organic beekeeping, which honeybee race
shoud we use ?

-Adaped to the area where organic beekeeping
is going to be practiced

-Resistant to diseases and parasites

Honey bee subspecies in the World 
• A.m. cypria
• A. m. meda
• A. m. monticola
• A. m. yemenitica
• A. m. adansonii
• A. m. capensis
• A. m. unicolor
• A. m. sahariensis
• A. m. sicula
• A. m. intermissa
• A. m. pomonella
• A. m. ruttneri

• A.m. carnica
• A.m ligustica
• A.m. cecropia
• A.m. adami
• A.m. mellifera
• A.m. caucasica
• A.m. iberica
• A.m. scutellata
• A.m. lamarckii
• A.m. litorea
• A.m. anatoliaca
• A.m. syriaca
• A.m. armeniaca

Adami

Syria

Cyprus

Northern Europe

Carnica-Ligustica hybrid

Carnica
Austria

Ligustica
İtalian

Sicily Egypt

Apis melliferaApis mellifera L. subspecies in Anatolia L. subspecies in Anatolia 
and in the Middle Eastand in the Middle East
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Brother Adam

• Visited Turkey three times in 1954, 
1962, 1972 in order to select the best 
Anatolian bee.

• In order to produce good honey bee 
like Buckfast, Adam used Anatolian 
races as one of the parental type.
Buckfast is still in use…

Used 
charactersBrood 

area

Irregular brood pattern High yield

Aggressiveness

Disease resistance
Hygienic behavior

Genetic structure in Turkey
• Five different subspecies. The richest 

country in terms of honey bee 
biological diversity.

• Several research projects showed that 
isolated honeybee populations are still 
keeping their own genetic makeup.

• More researchs are still underway in 
order to determine and conserve this 
genetic biodiversity.

PICTORIAL 
PRESENTATION

On
Organic beekeeping

with
contractor beekeepers
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Log hives in Artvin/Turkey

Log hives are used
as a genetic resources
to produce queen bees

Log hives are used
as a genetic resources
for maternal site as well

Drones collected
for

artificial insemination
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OrganicOrganic honeyhoney contractorscontractors

OrganicOrganic honeyhoney contractorscontractors

1 2 3 4

OrganicOrganic honeyhoney contractorcontractor
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Economically
Organic
Honey
~25€

Organic
log hive honey

~35€

High and isolated places
in 

Northeast Turkey
suit very well for both

queen production
and

Organic beekeeping

HoweverHowever, , organicorganic beekeepingbeekeeping oror not, not, 
but but 

wewe shouldshould keepkeep in in mindmind thatthat
wewe

havehave toto protectprotect
andand

conserveconserve ourour pollinatorspollinators
thatthat isis

honeyhoney beesbees

Thanks……


