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• "South Patagonia Argentine Honey“ Program

• First Controller Designation of Origin (CDO/DOC)

INTRODUCTION



South Patagonia Argentine Honey – Miel Patagonia Sur Argentina  
Marconi; Fernández Ghia.; Lorenzo; Martz; Bonzón,,

South Patagonia Argentine Honey – Miel Patagonia Sur Argentina  
Marconi; Fernández Ghia.; Lorenzo; Martz; Bonzón,,

INTRODUCTION



South Patagonia Argentine Honey – Miel Patagonia Sur Argentina  
Marconi; Fernández Ghia.; Lorenzo; Martz; Bonzón,,

South Patagonia Argentine Honey – Miel Patagonia Sur Argentina  
Marconi; Fernández Ghia.; Lorenzo; Martz; Bonzón,,

• Develop a Denomination of Origin

• Honeys from Chubut (Andean and Extra Andean Region)

• Quality Assurance System that differentiates and protect 

the regional bee products

AIMS
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AIMS
• Controlled by the Denomination of Origin Regulatory 

Board and their beekeeper adherent associations.

Asociación Civil 
sin fines de lucro
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METHODS

• Initial diagnosis

• Palynological research and characterization of honey

• Production and processing Standards

• Annual Program Audits

• Denomination of Origin Regulatory Board

• Technical Assistance and Training
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METHODS INITIAL DIAGNOSIS (APRIL 2005)

• Workshop with Technicians and Provincial Referents.

• Differential Honey Icons research through Brainstorm.

• Available resources in every region of South Patagonia

• Data research.

• First conclusions.

• Institution and beekeeper´s compromise.

• Main achievement and Schedule redaction. 
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METHODS PALYNOLOGICAL RESEARCH

• Dra. ALICIA E. FORCONE

• Biology PhD,

• Palinologic Laboratory Headmaster (Facultad de Ciencias

Naturales, Universidad Nacional de la Patagonia San Juan Bosco).

• Responsible for Quality Honey and Beekeeping Products 

Control Laboratory (Agreemet CORFO-Ministerio de la 

Producción de Chubut y UNPSJB).
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METHODS PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING STANDARDS

• Developed with the main actors

• Under consensus

• Voluntary participation (opened)

• Adjusted to the tradition and reality

• Applying technology 

• Process improvement
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• Standard development stages (end of 2005)

Discuss and 
Consensus

Over
agreement

Agreed
«A»

Agreed
«B»

VIRCH

Comarca 
Andina

Los 
Antiguos

Final 
agreement
standard

Analisys and 
brain storming

METHODS PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING STANDARDS
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METHODS ANNUAL PROGRAM AUDITS

• Begining in 2006

• Development checklist (from standard)

• Technical Assistance and Training

• Agreement signed

• Internal Control (crossed adherent same association)

• External Control (crossed adherent other associations)

• Beekeepers starting the Program
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METHODS DENOMINATION OF ORIGIN REGULATORY BOARD

• Civil Association created in 2007

• “Miel Patagonia Sur Argentina” (MPSA)

• Gather together all the beekeepers of the Program

• Associated and independent beekeepers

• Always voluntary (opened)

• Recognized as a Regulatory Board of MPSA by the 

Competent Authority
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Consejo de Denominación de Origen

Asociación Civil 
“Miel Patagonia Sur Argentina”

(ACMPSA)

Operadores
Individuales
Vinculados

Autoridad de Aplicación 
”Ministerio de Industria, 

Agricultura y Ganadería del 
Chubut”

Consejo
Provincial Asesor

Asociaciones
de Productores

Apícolas

Producción
Procesamiento

Comercialización
Operadores
Asociados
Vinculados

PROGRAMA 
“MIEL PATAGONIA SUR ARGENTINA”

METHODS DENOMINATION OF ORIGIN REGULATORY BOARD
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METHODS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING

• To operate the Program was implemented:

– Training and Technical Assistance to all operators;

– Rules of the Denomination of Origin Regulatory Board;

– Standard agreement requirements to be controlled;

– Annual Program Audits;

– Improvements in community buildings of Honey Extraction;

– Good Practices in the production and process honey (GAP´s 

and GMP´s).
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• High representation of native flora distinguishes these 

honeys  geographically. 

• Controller Designation of Origin (CDO/DOC) Honey

guaranteed through Quality Assurance Systems (QA) 

• 35 beekeepers gathered in 4 associations (2700 beehives 

distributed in 90 apiaries)

• Market sale of honey with seal DOC obtained from the 

Andean and Extra Andean Region.

RESULTS
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High representation of native flora distinguishes 

these honeys  geographically. 

• 13 Types of honey were monofloral

• High level of utilization of native flora

• 6 new types of monofloral

RESULTS

Fabiana imbricata
(Palo pinche)
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Controller Designation of Origin Honey 

guaranteed through Quality Assurance Systems 

RESULTS
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35 beekeepers gathered in 4 associations 

2700 beehives distributed in 90 apiaries

RESULTS
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Market sale of honey with seal DOC 

Andean and Extra Andean Region.

RESULTS
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A participatory Program and articulated between 

institutions is possible and can achieve the purpose for 

which it was created: 

to differentiate and protect the regional bee products

CONCLUSION
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THANK YOU


