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’, ' Gettlng there IS haiﬁﬁ;é fun'







The principal villages are built on stilts to
provide protection from the changing water
levels of the rivers and lakes; they may vary
10-14 meters (30-42 feet).
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1997 was a year characterized by major forest fires in Borneo;
smoke from the forest fires closed airports as far away as Singapore.
There was no honey production in the area for two years after the
fires. This brought home the concept of outside events affecting their
livelihoods to the local people.




Changes in global weather patterns affect ho"lney

production — in this year (2007), water levels ||‘wer
- abnormally high in the Kapuas River dralnage,




The hon he Danau
Sentarum area is a rainy-season honey
from a number of honey plants.
Tropical rainy-season honeys

ve a moisture content of 2
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Specially shaped rafters or “tikung” are placed 3-4 meters above
the normal high water level. Some families have as many as 1,000
tikung — typical occupancy rates are 25%-40%.
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Branches are trimmed to provide a flyway (bagain muka) for the
bees. The tikung may be attached in a number of different ways;

tikungs will last 30-40 years and are left in position year around.
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embers can produce unifloral honeys; most
r, 1t is a blend of the seasons’ flowers.




“Periau” members receive training in five areas to
increase their skills. To join APDS (Asosiasi Periau Danau

Sentarum) initiates must undergo training in:




1. Learning & practice of sustainable harvest techniques.

4. Small 1age
S. Advan g in marketing and Quality Cont
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Used fuel to start

smoker.
— T

" Touching honey
during harvest.

<:| Bucket uncovered.

Boat not clean.

Using cardboard for
smoke.

Contaminated
rubber gloves.

Broken Honeycomb.

Unclean bucket.







| ‘lku ng out Wlth the hand axe 1t is further




The upper side of the
tikung is made concave
to facilitate rain water
run-off thus protecting
the comb underneath.
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e A 20-25 mm hole is
%‘\ drilled across the two arms
5’,{ at the ends of the tikung and

%, fitted with a wooden peg.

This will secure the
-~ tikung to a branch in the
N field.







in the ends of the tikung make it easy to affix in
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_ffff_(taklng only the “honey head” and leavmg

. sthe hrood 1ntact) 23 harvests per seasomy

"-:”'-per colony can be, taken. _1----1elds pey harfest.
_range from 1 JO kg per colony with, the

average at ﬁve Kg! Over the: last few years“ |
the produetlon has dechned from 14204
kg/colo,ny to less than 10 kg probably due
. to redueéd: forage from ﬁres and: clearmg
a for p}antat’ions. e gy TR
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Traditional smokers called
tebauk-are made from the b#
of a liana locally-called p’-

miadin®;




i 4\ ‘ Lots of cool white smoke
e "’ provides protection from
stings; note the rafter
ownership code — this is
rt of the quality control
- process.

Honey is harvested
during daylight hours;
prior to an exchange visit
with rafter beekeepers in
Vietnam (1994) honey
was harvested at night
resulting in the loss of
many bees and many
more stings. The current
method is far more “bee

friendly” as few bees are
killed.




brood is left intact to
|

roduction by




honey rom the capped #1 quality honey. It
hance for an instant field taste test!
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*Keep accl
in the area. -
studies.
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