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Honey production per region
(2001-2009)

1000 mt

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Asia 459 491 513 519 541 559 548 657 646
Europe 310 294 317 337 343 353 339 353 355
North America 120 115 117 118 109 119 99 102 95
Cetral and Latin America 201 205 205 214 238 220 219 239 235
Africa 147 155 153 156 156 167 168 183 179
Ocean 29 23 29 26 27 29 28 31 26

TOTAL 1265 1284 1334 1370 1413 1446 1400 1565 1536

Source: FAO
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Honey production per region in 2008
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Honey production per country
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Major honey imports per country

Source: ITC
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Major honey importers per country 
in 2008
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Major honey exporters per country 
(2006-2010)

1000 mt

Source: FAO
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Major honey exporters by country 
in 2010
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Honey consumption per capita 2008 

Source: FAO 9



Issues in honey production

• Weather 

• Plants as nectar and pollen sources for honey bees

• Honey bee health

• Knowledge of beekeepers and community

• Legislation 
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Issues in marketing

• Geography of origin 

• Quality management 

• Legislation, regulations from honey importers

• Demand of consumers

• Competition 
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Solutions 

Dissemination for community about value of honey 
bees and honey: Honey Days, Honey 
festival, multimedia, newspapers, books, leaflets 

Training for beekeepers

Legislation: Good Beekeeping Practice (GBP), National 
Monitoring Plan for residues 

Application: Traceability System, HACCP

Manner: Cooperation with 
Government, Association, Traders and Beekeepers

12



Constrains

• Legislation for honey basing on European 
honey bees species

• Maximum residues levels (MRLs) regulated for 
honey much lower than other animal products

• GMO honey

• Protective trade by technical barriers 

• Financial sources
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Thank you for your attention
Gracias por su atencion

14


