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Abstract

Bee keeping proves to be a solution to many problems facing man. In my study I have found out that Bee jelly made from bees wax, propolis and vegetable oil is very effective on many skin diseases. I have tried it on fungal development in nails, sores on skin, insect bites, burns and many others. The jelly is also good to be used as general use and it makes skin soft and tender.

INTRODUCTION 

One of the three major problems that the mankind is trying to keep under control is poor health. Other of course are poverty and ignorance. The three goes together like brothers and sisters. And with the standard of everything rising up, general health and treatment of diseases have not been left behind. 

 

Working with rural people and having them coming for prayers for their sick bodies, and unlike developed world where everybody has access to health insurance, in our world things are hard and tough. But within the reach of many of them, there have been and continue to be a way in reach for the many of the ailment facing the human generation. Beekeeping offer at least some answers to some of health problem facing us as one writer says  “in the later 19th and early 20th centuries the medicine properties of bee products had been forgotten until 1960 it was impossible to find any mention of propolis in the pharmaceutical manuals and yet the Egyptians and Greeks had regarded it very highly as a medicine…. Kaacel J(1991) 

 

Ingredients for making tile jelly 

To make this bee wax jelly you only need the material which are in reach and can be simply prepared. What is needed is bee wax, propolis, olive oil and vegetable oil. 

 Bee wax 

This is bee product. One writer defines its as simply “beeswax is the material used by honey bees in the construction of their comb “Kigatiira K.I. (1988). It has many uses both domestic and industrial . Adjare says “beewax has over 120 industrial uses”  F.A.O. (1990). Yet not many beekeepers know the importance of this bees product. 

Propolis

Propolis is another very important hive product but the most less utilized, Kaal defines this product as “propolis is a kind of Balsam collected by bees from buds and leaves of different type of trees and plants.” Kaal (1991) it is also called Bee glue. The healing properties of propolis is outstanding Kaal continue to say that “apparently propolis is very selective in the way it attacks pathogenic bacteria as well mycosis and virus infections which can be dangerous to human beings”. Kaal J. (1991) yet again this product is just thrown away with many farmers. After knowing that propolis can be harvested from the hive I harvested it but did not know what to do with it until after almost seven years when I discovered I can make healing jelly from it. 

 

Olive oils 

This is also another product which can be easily obtained. The use of olive oil in domestic as well religious purpose is so prominent in the bible. It has also got healing  properties  the bible says of healing “are any of you ill?” you should send for the church elder, who will pray for them and rub olive oil on them in the name of the Lord”. (Holy Bible). 

Vegetable oils 

Vegetable oils are produced from cereal like sun flower maize etc. this are easily available because they are used in kitchen therefore they can be found easily in every supermarket. 
Processing of the bee wax jelly

Processing of bee wax jelly is not complicated and it does not need sophisticated equipment and it takes a very short time. So it can be done in every household kitchen. 

In a bees for development publication Borje Svenson give a lot of insight on how this value added products can be prepared at home. He says “using your bee products to make other goods such as foods, medicines or cosmetics allows you to make more financial profit.  About the technique he add “always use as low as temperature as possible and keep the kettle in a water bath make sure all ingredients are ready before you begin” Svenson 13 (2001)

 

Challenges 

As a beginner and with less knowledge on production of this essential product from bees many farmers in the rural areas do not effectively use this potential at there deposal. This may be of course lack of information, lack starting capital., lack of confidence and others. 

I personally has taken a considerable time and considerable carriage to take this little step that I have taken. Yet there still so many big mountain that I have to push aside. Yes I have this useful jelly at hands but I do not have the needed commodity for packaging and labeling. Marketing cannot be as hard if I have packed and labeled them. I have to go around collectively the already used bottle to re use them for packaging my products. 

 

Results

This has not been a big documented statistically arranged research study. I have used this product to a few people within my location and the result is good and encouraging. They always come back and are of praise for the miracle in the jelly. 

 

Discussion 

The main question remain how can such products and many others be development so that they can find their way to our supermarket shelf and in our drug shops? How can we with his sleeping giant to help the rural folks answer some of many unanswered question? 
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