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Abstract

The nucleus of 6 frames model Langstroth turns into 3 small nuclei, each of them being composed of 4 half-size frames. For this, we have to divide the frames model Langstroth into two. 

The small frames are placed along the width of the nucleus box and we put two separators between the 4 half-size frames. 

It has the advantage of using the same box for two functions. We make the division of the nuclei much easier and we accelerate the recovery of the nuclei which lost their queens during the mating flight, just by changing the position of the separator and of the frames. This nucleus model is prepared for the transport of bees to other apiaries, which turns it into a very economical option.
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In Portugal, people use mostly the nuclei of five standardised frames for the models Langstroth and Lusitana.

As far as the small nuclei of these models are concerned, some manufacturers present them with 4 or 5 half frames. It's up to the beekeepers to choose the models previously mentioned, which is more expensive when we intend to work with normal or small nuclei.

Thus, we developed this nucleus model with only one body.

Presentation of the new nucleus model with a capacity of 6 Langstroth frames. The nucleus is made of wood and its interior dimensions are 490x268x255mm. It has a wooden roof and individual inner covers. See pictures A and B.
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Pictures A and B

This nucleus keeps the normal conditions for the development of the colony during springtime.

It is possible to divide the nucleus according to the need to introduce queen cells. For that, we have to separate the frameworks rotating them in a 90º angle and put the metallic separators in between each group of four frames. See pictures C, D and F.
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Pictures C, D and F

There is wire netting on the bottom of the nucleus to allow a good ventilation and to make it easier to transport the nucleus to other apiaries. It is also possible to join the three small nuclei and form a single nucleus when we remove the two queens.

By doing this, we have the advantage of keeping the number of queens by using only one box, which makes the beekeeper's job much easier.
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