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Prof. dr. Jože Rihar, the youngest among the four brothers - beekeepers, was born on  the 17th day of April 1914 at Gabrje near Ljubljana. All his life was consecrated to scientific research in bee keeping. After having finished the grammar-school of Ljubljana, he, in 1938, graduated from the Faculty of Agronomics in Belgrade, the theme of his diploma essay being Pčelarenje u ljubljanskom rajonu.

In 1942 he created a family in which three children were born: Peter, Klemen and Breda. All three of them attained university degrees. In all important events of his life his spouse Vera was loyally standing by him; she also took active part in his professional work. 

In 1964, he took his doctor's degree  with a thesis titled Periodičnost pojave mane zelene jeline vaši (Buchneria pectinatae Nördl.) u SR Sloveniji. So he became the first doctor of bee keeping in Slovenia and in Yugoslavia. He improved his knowledge at many reputable foreign universities and institutes: in Liebefeld near Bern in Switzerland, in Poland, in Montfavet near Avignon, in Paris and in other places. In the first half of the 1960's he was chairman of APIMONDIA's task force for studying forest honeydew.

For 43 years Jože Rihar was university lecturer and the first full professor of bee keeping at the University of Ljubljana, a generally reputed scientist and an eminent expert at home and abroad where he acted as a teacher, a scientist and an expert. In the years 1982-1983 he conducted courses for Slovenian beekeepers in the Province of Triest. Jože Rihar has been a  mentor to numerous generations of students and graduates  of bee keeping.

In his scientific and research work he predominantly focused on the following fields: bee diseases, varroatosis in particular, selection of the Carniolian bee, studying and forecasting of forest honeydew production and introduction of the Langstroth – Root hive system. 

Jože Rihar's pedagogical, scientific and professional activities include over 660 published works. 

As early as in his doctor's thesis in 1965, then at the Moscow Congress in 1971 and later in his book of 1992, he introduced his original  testing plates (22,5 cm x 25,5 cm) method for short-term forecasting, while he established that for long-term forecasting of forest honeydew good knowledge of mysterious inhabitants on coniferous trees is indispensable. 

His method is generally acknowledged at home and abroad.

In 1999, the Faculty of Biological Engineering of the University of Ljubljana granted him the prestigious Jesenko Award for successful pedagogical, scientific and research work in the field of bee keeping. 

Jože Rihar received more than 25 domestic and foreign awards for his pedagogical, scientific and professional work.

Jože Rihar died on the 12th of April 2002 in Ljubljana.

Conclusions: his pedagogical, scientific and professional work includes more than 660 bibliographical units published in Slovenia and abroad.
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