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Abstract

Francis Jager was born in Borovnica, a small village near Vrhnika in central Slovenia in 1869. After completing high school in Ljubljana he moved to Minnesota and entered St. Paul's seminary. In 1892 he was ordained and started to serve as priest in different parishes in Minnesota. During his priesthood he pioneered bee culture and helped to organize passionate beekeepers in Minnesota. He built up on the bee keeping tradition in his old home country Slovenia and also organized several imports of queens from Slovenia. As in 1913 the first Department of Bee Culture was established at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, Francis Jager was appointed as its first chief and professor of apiculture. Under Jager's direction teaching in this area expanded rapidly with courses in both theoretical and practical bee keeping. In addition to teaching at the University, Francis Jager was also active in extension work, building a broad fundament of beekeepers' education. In 1917 he was elected President of the National Beekeepers' Association. He prepared a series of radio extension courses for the Gold Medal Station WCCO in Minneapolis / St. Paul in 1926. Father Jager was an excellent speaker and teacher, however, unfortunately he wrote little for publication. He died in Louisiana in 1941 in the age of 72. The city of Vrhnika honored his contribution to the development of bee keeping with number of events during the last two years.
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Introduction

Francis Jager was born April 2, 1869 in Borovnica near Vrhnika, Slovenia, which at that time was part of the old Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. After completing the high school he moved to United States of America and entered St. Thomas Collegium in St. Paul, Minnesota. He completed his study on December 16, 1892 as the youngest priest ever ordained in the archdiocese of St. Paul. As a priest he served in parishes Minnesota, Marshall and St. Bonifacius where he bought some land and established his first larger apiary. Together with his brother John Jager, who was an architect, he contributed considerably to the building of a number of sacral objects in the State of Minnesota. During the First World War he was serving as an interpreter for the American Red Cross in the Balkans and became later a chaplain in the Serbian and Yugoslav army (Thorp, 1940). After the war he returned to Mound, Minnesota where he also retired. He died in 1941 in Alexandria, Louisiana.     

Francis Jager organized beekeepers in Minnesota

Francis Jager started with bee keeping as a young priest, mainly due to his tight financial situation related to investments in new sacral objects. He realized that bee keeping at that time was an important side activity which helped many individuals and families to overcome difficult economical situation. In order to promote amateur beekeeping in Minnesota, Francis Jager supported formation and activities of Boy’s and Girl’s Honey Clubs in Minnesota which later spread over the country. Beside the economical aspect Francis Jager stressed the importance of beekeeping as a hobby, which can play an important role in the development of personality. In these clubs young beekeepers were educated and many of them became later professional honey producers. Similarly, women beekeeper were also organized in clubs and contributed importantly to family budget in many families. Due to his involvement in beekeeper organizations, Francis Jager became an acknowledged expert and organizer at the national level. In 1917 he was elected to the President of the National Beekeepers' Association. 

Major achievements in extension work and teaching 

Built on his early experience in his home country, Slovenia, became Francis Jager one of the most successful hobby beekeepers in Minnesota. Through the literature reading and his own experimentation he improved his knowledge permanently and was considered as a very knowledgeable expert. The Senate of the University of Minnesota in St. Paul elected him as the first professor of Apiculture at the Department of Agriculture in 1913. Later he became a Head of the Division of Apiculture and Head of the University Agriculture Experimental Station. Francis Jager was also adviser for apiculture at the Ministry for Agriculture. At the University he was responsible for education of young experts, who had spread the biological and technological knowledge among American beekeepers. Francis Jager was among the first experts who introduced artificial insemination of queens. He was invited lecturer of Apiculture at the University of Regina in Canada and visited on his journeys many important national experts for Apiculture. In addition, Francis Jager organized very efficient extension work from the University of Minnesota, mainly in the form of courses, printed information leaflets and organized imports of queens. In 1926 he prepared a series of radio extension courses for the Gold Medal Station WCCO in Minneapolis / St. Paul (Jager, 1926). Francis Jager was an excellent speaker and teacher, and the audience followed his lectures with great passion. However, unfortunately he wrote little for publication and only a small portion of his work is documented in the literature (Adamič, 1989). His first contributions, where he communicated his personal experience with beekeeping, were published before the First World War. His work was published in American Bee Journal, Gleanings and in Bee Culture. The majority of his articles were published in the Special Bulletin, issued by the University of Minnesota Agriculture Extension Division. One of the most important articles published in this Bulletin is Jager’s study on “Habits and Activities of Bees”. In order to honor his contribution to the development of Apiculture, his home city - Vrhnika organized a number of events during the last two years.
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